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MAY 2018 GOVERNMENT OF TONGA SDT: 23-378

STATISTICS DEPARTMENT

(Base Period: October 2010=100.0)

Consumer Price Index for MAY 2018 increased by 0.1%
With an Annual Inflation Rate of 9.4%

The Consumer Price Index covers price changes in the Tongatapu Division only. The weights were derived from the
Household Income and Expenditure Survey (2009).

1. The Consumer Price Index (CPI) for May 2018 increased by 0.1% to 130.8 from 130.7 in the previous month.
Over the previous two months, the index for all items increased by 0.4% in April 2018 and also increase by 6.6%
in March, 2018.

2. When comparing the local and imported indices for May 2018 to the previous month, local index decreased by
0.1% and import index increase by 0.3%.

3. The annual rate of inflation for May 2018 was 9.4% compares to 9.6% in previous month. The annual inflation
for the same month of previous year, May 2017, was 10.3% (Inflation).

4. When comparing the annual change in the local and imported indices for May 2018, the local index recorded
an increase of 12.7% and import index increased by 6.9%.

Changes in each group compared with the previous month are as follows:

A. FOOD -0.3%
Food Group recorded a decrease towards the index position of May 2018. This was mainly due to
decrease in prices of some local fruits and vegetables items such as head cabbage, carrots, taro
leaves, peanuts, dryland taro, sweet potatoes, green coconut and late yam. Prices of some meat, fish
& poultry items such as octopus, mixed string fish, sea urchin, salted beef and chicken pieces
decreased throughout the month.

B. HOUSING 0.4%
Price of items in this group recorded an increase due to increase in price of concrete block compare
to the previous month.

C. HOUSEHOLD OPERATIONS 0.0%
Price of items in this group recorded no change compare to the previous month.

D. CLOTHING & FOOTWEAR 0.0%
Price of items in this group recorded no change compare to the previous month.

E. TRANSPORTATION 0.9%
Price of items in this group recorded an increase due to increase in price of Diesel and Petrol
compare to the previous month.

F. TOBACCO, ALCOHOL & KAVA TONGA, 1.4%
Price of items in this group recorded an increase due to increase in price of Kava Tonga and
cigarettes such as Winfield and Pall Mall compare to the previous month.

G. MISC. GOODS AND SERVICES 0.1%
Price of items in this group recorded an increase due to increase in price of shampoo compare to the
previous month.

________________
Dr. Viliami K Fifita

Government Statistician
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