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DECEMBER 2015 GOVERNMENT OF TONGA SDT: 23-349

STATISTICS DEPARTMENT

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR DECEMBER 2015

(Base Period: October 2010=100.0)

Consumer Price Index for December 2015 increased by 0.3%.
With an Annual Inflation Rate of -1.2% (Deflation).

The Consumer Price Index covers price changes in the Tongatapu Division only. The weights were derived from the
Household Income and Expenditure Survey (2009).

1. T h €onsumer Price Index (CPI) f oDecember 2015 ircread® y0.3% to 106.1 from05.8 inthe previous
monthOver the previousswbhenomdlex for celr ¢teee $0.8% i November, anidcreased by
0.3% irOctober 2015 .

2. When comparilogaltdand imported indicesDécember 2015 to thperevious mbmaal index recorded
anircreasel.8% andmport indexeas e dl.8%.

3. T hannual rate of inflation for December 2015 declined by 1.2% (Deflation) c o m p agt01.9% deflation in
previous m® h#mnual inflation fothe same month of preDeicembey2044, w a 8.2%.

4. When comparianmuahehange in thoeal an imported indices f oDecember 2015, teolcahd e x
recordadircrease4.4% whilienpoinderderease é4.9%.

5. Changes in eachcgmpuped Weétlprtevious mreashfollows:

A. FOOD 1.1%
Food Group reordeahircreadewards the index Pecermben2®b.Higprices were
recordeds borfeuits and vegetables, meat, fish & poultry itemsuch a@sneapprépge
banana, carrogndalrdg@mdry land and wet  lsawndakltiargp pigpussatong fish
cockle piplsmgndcdea urclimcseosomemported food(titemesd & packagauddfood
frozen mabdorcreadéhroughout the month.

B. HOUSING -0.4%
Price of items rimuphire @go adledre ase tow ariddex pesition o December 2015, Low
pricevere recordtmbéonand concrete block compagto the previous month

C. HOUSEHOLD OPERATIONS -1.0%
Price of items in this graubeeeserdevdards the inde Degembéer@dSfThis
wagdue to decrease iBleptricity anl LP Gas compare to the previous month

D. CLOTHING & FOOTWEAR 0.6%
Price of items in this granprmeremasedowards théionbeéenpbes2015 due to
increase in fflipdlepodompare to the previous month.

E. TRANSPORTATION -0.8%
Transportation index markeedd decreasehe index poBe¢cembern2015.ThHs was due to
decreaige pric & otfitetrol and Diesel compasto the previous month

F. TOBACCO, ALCOHOL & KAVA TONGA, 1.0%
Anircrease inndéeposition of this group from the previoes twromeéeswmars ccu
o Kava Tonga .

G. MISC. GOODS AND SERVICES -0.2%
Prices of iterasgnotthgecordadlecrease in theDecednber2615. This was due to
decreased imexdicalchealth andosmetic comparedhtgprevious month

Masiva MaMis
ACTING GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN.
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