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DECEMBER 2015 GOVERNMENT OF TONGA SDT: 23-349

STATISTICS DEPARTMENT

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR DECEMBER 2015

(Base Period: October 2010=100.0)

Consumer Price Index for December 2015 increased by 0.3%.
With an Annual Inflation Rate of -1.2% (Deflation).

The Consumer Price Index covers price changes intheTongatapu Division only.The weights were derived fromthe
HouseholdIncome and Expenditure Survey (2009).

1. �T�h�eConsumer Price Index (CPI) �f�o�rDecember 2015 �i�n�c�r�e�a�s�e�d�b�y0.3% to 106.1 �f�r�o�m105.8 �i�n�t�h�e� �p�r�e�v�i�o�u�s
�m�o�n�t�h�.� �O�v�e�r� �t�h�e� �p�r�e�v�i�o�u�s� �t�w�o� �m�o�n�t�h�s�,� �t�h�e� �i�n�d�e�x� �f�o�r� �a�l�l� �i�t�e�m�s�d�e�c�r�e�a�s�e�d� �b�y0.5% �i�nNovember�,� �a�n�d�i�n�c�r�e�a�s�e�d� �b�y
0.3% �i�nOctober 2015�.

2. �W�h�e�n� �c�o�m�p�a�r�i�n�g� �t�h�elocal and imported �i�n�d�i�c�e�s� �f�o�rDecember 2015 �t�o� �t�h�e�p�r�e�v�i�o�u�s� �m�o�n�t�h�,�l�o�c�a�l� �i�n�d�e�x� �r�e�c�o�r�d�e�d
�a�n�i�n�c�r�e�a�s�e� �o�f1.8% �a�n�d�i�m�p�o�r�t� �i�n�d�e�x�d�e�c�r�e�a�s�e�d� �b�y0.8%.

3. �T�h�eannual rate of inflation for December 2015 declined by 1.2% (Deflation) �c�o�m�p�a�r�e�s�t�o1.9% deflation �i�n
�p�r�e�v�i�o�u�s� �m�o�n�t�h�.�T�h�eannual inflation �f�o�r�t�h�e� �s�a�m�e� �m�o�n�t�h� �o�f� �p�r�e�v�i�o�u�s� �y�e�a�r�,December 2014�,�w�a�s0.2%.

4. �W�h�e�n� �c�o�m�p�a�r�i�n�g� �t�h�eannual change �i�n� �t�h�elocal �a�n�dimported indices �f�o�rDecember 2015�,� �t�h�e� �l�o�c�a�l� �i�n�d�e�x
�r�e�c�o�r�d�e�d�a�n�i�n�c�r�e�a�s�e� �o�f4.4% �w�h�i�l�e�i�m�p�o�r�t�i�n�d�e�x�d�e�c�r�e�a�s�e�d� �b�y4.9%.

5. �C�h�a�n�g�e�s� �i�n� �e�a�c�h� �g�r�o�u�p�c�o�m�p�a�r�e�d� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e� �p�r�e�v�i�o�u�s� �m�o�n�t�h�a�r�e�a�s� �f�o�l�l�o�w�s�:

A. FOOD 1.1%
Food Group �r�e�c�o�r�d�e�d�a�n�i�n�c�r�e�a�s�e�t�o�w�a�r�d�s� �t�h�e� �i�n�d�e�x� �p�o�s�i�t�i�o�n� �o�fDecember 2015�.�H�i�g�h�p�r�i�c�e�s� �w�e�r�e
�r�e�c�o�r�d�e�d� �f�o�r�s�o�m�efruits and vegetables, meat, fish & poultry �i�t�e�m�s�s�u�c�h� �a�s�p�i�n�e�a�p�p�l�e�s�,�r�i�p�e
�b�a�n�a�n�a�,� �c�a�r�r�o�t�,� �e�a�r�l�y�a�n�d� �l�a�t�e�y�a�m�,�d�r�y� �l�a�n�d� �a�n�d� �w�e�t� �l�a�n�d� �t�a�r�o�,�s�u�c�k�l�i�n�g� �p�i�g�s�,� �o�c�t�o�p�u�s�,�s�t�r�i�n�g� �f�i�s�h�,
�c�o�c�k�l�e� �p�i�p�s�,� �c�l�a�m�p�a�n�d�s�e�a� �u�r�c�h�i�n�.�P�r�i�c�e�s� �o�f�s�o�m�e�i�m�p�o�r�t�e�d� �f�o�o�d� �i�t�e�m�s�(�t�i�n�n�e�d� �&� �p�a�c�k�a�g�e�d� �f�o�o�d�a�n�d
�f�r�o�z�e�n� �m�e�a�t�)�a�l�s�o�i�n�c�r�e�a�s�e�d�t�h�r�o�u�g�h�o�u�t� �t�h�e� �m�o�n�t�h�.

B. HOUSING -0.4%
�P�r�i�c�e� �o�f� �i�t�e�m�s� �i�n� �t�h�i�s� �g�r�o�u�p� �r�e�c�o�r�d�e�d�a�d�e�c�r�e�a�s�e� �t�o�w�a�r�d�s� �t�h�eindex position �o�fDecember 2015, �L�o�w
�p�r�i�c�e�s�w�e�r�e� �r�e�c�o�r�d�e�d� �f�o�rtimber and concrete block �c�o�m�p�a�r�e�s�t�o� �t�h�e� �p�r�e�v�i�o�u�s� �m�o�n�t�h�.

C. HOUSEHOLD OPERATIONS -1.0%
�P�r�i�c�e� �o�f� �i�t�e�m�s� �i�n� �t�h�i�s� �g�r�o�u�p� �r�e�c�o�r�d�e�d�a� �d�e�c�r�e�a�s�e� �t�o�w�a�r�d�s� �t�h�e� �i�n�d�e�x� �p�o�s�i�t�i�o�n� �o�fDecember 2015. �T�h�i�s

�w�a�s�d�u�e� �t�o� �d�e�c�r�e�a�s�e� �i�n� �p�r�i�c�e� �o�fElectricity and LP Gas �c�o�m�p�a�r�e� �t�o� �t�h�e� �p�r�e�v�i�o�u�s� �m�o�n�t�h�.
D. CLOTHING & FOOTWEAR 0.6%

�P�r�i�c�e� �o�f� �i�t�e�m�s� �i�n� �t�h�i�s� �g�r�o�u�p� �r�e�c�o�r�d�e�d�a�n� �i�n�c�r�e�a�s�e� �t�o�w�a�r�d�s� �t�h�e� �i�n�d�e�x� �p�o�s�i�t�i�o�n� �o�fDecember 2015 �d�u�e� �t�o
�i�n�c�r�e�a�s�e� �i�n� �p�r�i�c�e� �o�fflip flop �c�o�m�p�a�r�e� �t�o� �t�h�e� �p�r�e�v�i�o�u�s� �m�o�n�t�h�.

E. TRANSPORTATION -0.8%
Transportation index �m�a�r�k�e�d�a� �d�e�c�r�e�a�s�e�i�n� �t�h�e� �i�n�d�e�x� �p�o�s�i�t�i�o�n� �o�fDecember 2015�.�T�h�i�s� �w�a�s� �d�u�e� �t�o
�d�e�c�r�e�a�s�e�i�n� �p�r�i�c�e� �o�f�b�o�t�hPetrol and Diesel �c�o�m�p�a�r�e�s�t�o� �t�h�e� �p�r�e�v�i�o�u�s� �m�o�n�t�h�.

F. TOBACCO, ALCOHOL & KAVA TONGA, 1.0%
�A�n�i�n�c�r�e�a�s�e� �i�n� �t�h�eindex position �o�f� �t�h�i�s� �g�r�o�u�p� �f�r�o�m� �t�h�e� �p�r�e�v�i�o�u�s� �m�o�n�t�h� �w�a�s� �d�u�e� �t�o�i�n�c�r�e�a�s�e� �i�n�p�r�i�c�e
�o�fKava Tonga�.

G. MISC. GOODS AND SERVICES -0.2%
�P�r�i�c�e�s� �o�f� �i�t�e�m�s� �i�n� �t�h�e�s�e�g�r�o�u�p�s�r�e�c�o�r�d�e�d�a� �d�e�c�r�e�a�s�e� �i�n� �t�h�e� �i�n�d�e�x� �o�fDecember 2015�.� �T�h�i�s� �w�a�s� �d�u�e� �t�o
�d�e�c�r�e�a�s�e�d� �i�n� �p�r�i�c�emedical health �a�n�dcosmetic �c�o�m�p�a�r�e�d� �t�o�t�h�e�p�r�e�v�i�o�u�s� �m�o�n�t�h�.

�M�a�s�i�v�a� �M�a�s�i�l�a�(�M�r�s�)
ACTING GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN.
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